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To  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 

OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  CHRISTCHURCH. 

I submit  for  your  information  and  consideration  my  second 
annual  report  on  the  health  and  circumstances  of  your  Borough. 

Appended  to  this  report  is  that  of  your  Chief  Sanitary  In- 
spector in  which  he  deals  in  detail  with  those  sections  of  the  work 
of  the  Health  Department  which  are  peculiarly  his  province. 

The  most  notable  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  coming 
into  force  on  July  5th  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 
In  addition  to  the  principal  provision  which  it  makes  for  a uni- 
versal general  medical  service  and  for  hospital  and  specialist 
services,  changes  have  been  made  in  the  administrative  control 
of  certain  health  services.  County  Councils  and  County  Borough 
Councils  now  become  Local  Health  Authorities,  and  are  charged 
with  making  provision  for  Health  Centres,  Care  of  Mothers  and 
Young  Children,  Health  Visiting,  Home  Nursing,  Vaccination 
and  Immunisation,  Ambulance  Services,  Prevention  of  Illness, 
Care  and  After  Care,  and  Domestic  Help.  Local  Health  Author- 
ities are  also  charged  with  certain  duties  under  the  Lunacy, 
Mental  Treatment  and  Mental  Deficiency  Acts.  The  establishment 
of  the  various  Regional  Hospital  Boards  has  meant  that  hospitals 
have  now  passed  out  of  local  authority  control,  and  the  former 
local  authority  hospitals  have  in  many  cases  altered  or  extended 
the  area  from  which  they  draw  their  cases. 

The  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  also  came  into  force  on 
5th  July.  The  Act  is  “the  final  step  in  the  break-up  of  the  exist- 
ing Poor  Law.”  The  Act  lays  down  the  accommodation  and  wel- 
fare services  to  be  provided  for  the  aged  and  infirm  and  for  han- 
dicapped persons,  the  responsible  authorities  being  the  County 
and  County  Borough  Councils.  Section  47  gives  for  the  first 
time  to  councils  of  all  county  boroughs  and  county  districts  power 
to  apply  to  a court  of  summary  jurisdiction  for  an  order  to 
remove  and  detain  in  a suitable  hospital  or  other  place,  aged, 
infirm,  or  physically  incapacitated  persons  who  are  living  in  in- 
sanitary surroundings,  and  who  are  unable  to  devote  to  them- 
selves, and  are  not  receiving  from  others,  proper  care  and 
attention.  County  boroughs  and  county  districts  are  also  given 
the  duty  of  arranging  for  the  burial  of  any  person  who  has  died 
or  has  been  found  dead  in  their  area,  where  no  other  suitable 
arrangements  are  being  made. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dailies)  Act,  1944,  is  due  to 
come  into  force  on  1st  October,  1949.  From  that  date  the  con- 
trol of  milk  production  will  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  National 
Agricultural  Advisory  Service,  a government  body,  whose  officers 
will  be  responsible  for  the  inspection  of  milk  producing  premises. 
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Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 


The  Borough  of  Christchurch  lies  on  the  coast  in  the  South- 
West  corner  of  Hampshire  at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Avon 
and  Stour.  It  is  built  on  a subsoil  of  gravel  and  sand  and  so 
situated  in  relation  to  the  surrounding  terrain  that  the  climate 
is  remarkably  equable,  cooled  by  sea  breezes  in  the  summer  and 
sheltered  by  the  high  ground  to  the  north  and  west  from  the  cold 
northerly  winds  in  the  winter. 

The  town  is  notable  for  the  large  number  of  light  industries 
firmly  established,  and  their  number  continues  to  increase. 
There  are  now  35  firms  in  the  area  employing  over  20  workers. 
In  addition  there  are  two  Government  establishments  and  an  air- 
craft factory.  The  holiday  trade  is  catered  for  by  hotels,  board- 
ing houses,  holiday  camps  and  a number  of  camping  sites  out  of 
all  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  town. 

The  population,  now  approaching  20,000  has  shown  a remark- 
able and  progressive  rise  over  the  past  100  years.  At'  the  1841 
census  it  was  1922,  sixty  years  later  it  was  4204,  in  1931  it  was 
9183.  In  the  past  year  the  population  is  estimated  to  have  l’isen 
by  1,000,  and  there  seems  every  prospect  that  this  rate  of  increase 
will  tend  to  persist  and  is  only  limited  by  the  prevalent  housing 
difficulties.  Together  writh  this  rise  in  the  population  there  has 
been  a concomitant  improvement  in  the  living  conditions  of  the 
community  as  a whole,  and  overcrowding  has  steadily  decreased. 
The  present  figures  for  population  and  numbers  of  houses  are 
estimated  figures,  no  census  having  been  held  since  1931,  that 
due  to  be  held  in  1941  was  cancelled  on  account  of  the  war.  It  is 
probable  that  the  next  census  will  be  held  in  1951. 

The  following  table  shows  the  population  and  housing  statis- 
tics from  1841  up  to  the  present  time  : — 


Percentage  Percentage 


of  houses 

of  houses 

No. 

Persons 

without 

with  earth 

Popula- 

of 

per 

main 

closets  or 

Year. 

tion. 

houses. 

house. 

water. 

privies. 

1841  

1922 

398 

4.8 

100 

100 

1871  

...  3064 

664 

4.6 

100 

100 

1901  

...  4204 

942 

4.5 

66 

80 

1921  

...  6993 

1406 

5.0 

- 

- 

1931 

...  9183 

2489 

3.7 

- 

_ 

1938  

...  14050(est.)  4410 

3.2 

- 

- 

1948  

...  19190(est.)  5738 

3.3 

- 

1.55 

The  1921  figure  for  persons  per  house  shows  the  effect  of  the 
housing  shortage  consequent  on  the  1914-18  war,  and  it  is  sur- 
prising that  a similar  rise  is  not  shown  in  the  corresponding 
figure  for  1948. 
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RAINFALL  FOR  1948. 

January  3.71  July  0.88 

February 0.18  August 2.84 

March  0.45  September  2.38 

April  1.51  October  1.35 

May  2.00  November  0.84 

June  1.31  December  3.52 


TOTAL  FOR  THE  YEAR— 20.97  inches. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area:  5,198  acres. 

Population  : Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid-year  1948 
19,190. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses:  Approximately  5,738. 

Rateable  Value,  1:4:48:  £161,587 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate : £640. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948  (as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar -General) : 


Live  Births. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total  

. 309 

150 

159 

Legitimate  

. 289 

142 

147 

Illegitimate  

20 

8 

12 

Still  Births. 

Total  

5 

3 

2 

Legitimate  

4 

2 

2 

Illegitimate  

1 

1 

0 

Deaths. 

Total  

. 216 

106 

110 

Deaths  from  Special  Causes. 

Cancer  

..  35 

16 

19 

Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

0 

Measles  

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  

0 

0 

0 

Enteritis  (under  2 years)  

1 

0 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

1 

0 

Infant  Mortality. 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year). 

Total 

5 

3 

2 

Legitimate  

4 

3 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ...  . 

0 

- 

0 
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COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Borough  England 

of  and 

Birth  Rate  Christchurch.  Wales. 

per  1,000  estimated  population  16.1  17.9 

Stillbirth  Rate. 

per  1,000  estimated  population  0.26  0.42 

Death  Rate. 

per  1,000  estimated  population  11.25  10.8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

(Under  1 year  of  age). 

all  causes  per  1,000  live  births  16.0  34.0 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate. 

per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 


Abortion  with  sepsis  0.00  0.11 

Abortion  without  sepsis  0.00  0.05 

Puerperal  infections 0.00  0.13 

Other  maternal  causes  0.00  0.73 


Special  Causes. 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  population: 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  0.00  0.00 

Whooping  Cough 0.05  0.02 

Diphtheria 0.00  0.00 

Influenza 0.00  0.03 

Smallpox  0.00  0.00 

Tuberculosis  0.21  0.51 

Enteritis  (under  2 years)  per  1,000  live 

births  0.05  3.3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  & Polioencephalitis...  0.00  0.01 

Pneumonia  0.10  0.41 


Borough 

Year.  Population.  of  Christchurch.  England  & Wales. 


I.M.R 

1929 

8,728 

49.0 

1932 

11,250 

62.5 

1936 

13,080 

53.1 

1940 

15,330 

24.7 

1944 

14,810 

30.0 

1945 

16,680 

36.1 

1946 

17,760 

39.5 

1947 

18,180 

30.0 

1948 

19,190 

16.0 

B.R. 

D.R. 

I.M.R. 

B.R. 

D.R. 

18.6 

11.1 

74 

16.3 

13.4 

17.0 

11.3 

65 

15.3 

12.0 

15.8 

12.2 

59 

14.8 

12.1 

13.1 

12.8 

55 

14.6 

14.3 

22.3 

14.2 

46 

17.6 

11.6 

18.3 

11.7 

46 

16.1 

11.4 

18.5 

12.3 

43 

19.1 

11.5 

19.7 

12.76 

41 

20.5 

12.0 

16.1 

11.25 

34 

17.9 

10.8 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Infectious  disease  figures  lie  within  normal  limits. 

The  arrangement  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  infectious 
disease  was  altered  during  the  year  after  the  hospitals  passed  to 
the  Regional  Hospital  Boards.  Cases  from  Christchurch  now  go 
to  Alderney  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Poole,  and  are  con- 
veyed by  the  Christchurch  Ambulance. 

The  table  shows  the  notifications  throughout  1948  with  com- 
parative notification  rates  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

Rate  per  1,000  population. 

Number  Borough  of  England  and 


Disease. 

notified. 

Christchurch. 

Wales. 

Scarlet  Fever  

8 

0.42 

1.73 

Whooping  Cough  

...  94 

4.89 

3.42 

Diphtheria  

0.00 

0.08 

Erysipelas  

8 

0.42 

0.21 

Measles. 

...  32 

1.66 

9.34 

Pneumonia  

4 

0.20 

0.73 

Poliomyelitis 

... 

0.00 

0.04 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

0.05 

0.03 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

The  country-wide  epidemic  of  1947  which  fortunately  struck 
Christchurch  very  lightly  wras  expected  to  continue  on  into  1948, 
possibly  with  a secondary  rise  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  the 
year.  Here  again  Christchurch  was  lucky  and  though  two  cases 
were  notified,  each  proved  on  further  investigation  not  to  be  a 
genuine  case. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  throughout  the  year.  Two 
were  notified  and  admitted  to  hospital  but  neither  was  subse- 
quently confirmed.  Thus  continued  tribute  is  paid  to  the  success 
of  the  immunisation  drive. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  Tuberculosis  was  the  concern 
of  the  County  Council,  but  from  July  5th  the  Regional  Hospital 
Boards  took  over  the  control  of  the  Hospital  facilities  and  of  the 
physicians  who  staff  the  tuberculosis  clinics  throughout  the 
country.  In  this  county  the  health  visitors,  who  are  concerned 
with  the  home  conditions  in  which  the  disease  is  fostered  and 
spread,  remain  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council  and  tend 
to  be  the  only  means  by  which  public  health  control  will  be  exer- 
cised. So  long  as  the  old  generation  of  tuberculosis  officers,  bred 
in  the  public  health  service,  continue  in  active  practice  the  disease 
will  no  doubt  be  dealt  with  from  the  preventive  angle,  but  their 
successors,  remote  from  public  health  control  and  nourished  in 
an  atmosphere  of  therapeutic  medicine,  are  likely  to  tend  to  con- 
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centrate  on  the  treatment  of  the  individual  case  to  the  neglect  of 
the  home  and  working  conditions  in  which  the  disease  arises.  It 
is  common  knowledge  too  that  by  an  odd  coincidence  the  wait- 
ing period  for  admission  to  Sanatorium  has  markedly  increased 
since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  due  in 
large  measure  to  hospital  staffing  difficulties,  but  this  means  that 
the  active  case  is  potentially  capable  of  spreading  the  disease  to 
a larger  number  of  contacts.  Future  figures  will  show  whether 
there  is  any  justification  for  the  fears  expressed.  It  is  possible 
that  B.C.G.  vaccine  due  to  be  used  shortly,  and  belatedly,  in  this 
country  for  the  immunisation  of  susceptible  contacts  will,  over 
the  passage  of  years,  again  alter  the  picture  and  neutralise  other 
defects. 

Notification  figures  for  1948  show  a decrease  from  1947,  when 
the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  paid  its  visit,  but  are  considerably 
greater  than  the  general  average  for  previous  years. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  11)32  to  1948. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1932  

1 

7 

- 

3 

2 

3 

- 

- 

1936  

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

- 

2 

- 

1940  

10 

1 

2 

4 

5 

1 

- 

- 

1944  

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1945  

11 

4 

2 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1 

1946  

8 

7 

1 

2 

6 

- 

1 

- 

1947  

19 

17 

1 

2 

2 

3 

- 

- 

1948  

15 

10 

1 

4 

2 

1 

- 

1 

D1P1ITIIE11IA  IMMUNISATION. 

From  5th  July  all  Diphtheria  Immunisation  became  the  res- 
ponsibility of  the  County  Council,  prior  to  that  date  the  immun- 
isation and  re-immunisation  of  children  over  5 was  the  respon- 
sibility of  this  Council.  The  duties,  however,  continue  to  be 
carried  out  by  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  all  immun- 
isation is  organised  from  my  office  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council. 

The  previous  arrangements  have  been  largely  maintained 
whereby  some  of  this  work  is  carried  out  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
and  at  special  sessions  in  the  Millhams  Street  Clinic,  and  the 
rest  is  done  by  private  practitioners,  either  at  their  surgeries  or 
at  the  patient’s  home.  Formerly  they  were  paid  a fee  for  this 
work  by  the  local  authority,  but  no  payment  has  been  made  since 
5th  July,  1948,  and  negotiations  between  the  profession  and  the 
Ministry  of  Health  are  still  in  progress.  This  long  delay  is  ex- 
tremely bad  for  incentive  and  is  bound  to  discourage  practitioners 
from  pressing  immunisation.  It  is  difficult  to  see  why  immun- 
isation, which  is  an  essentially  preventive  measure,  should  be 
regarded  as  part  of  a General  Medical  Service. 
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During  the  year  340  children  were  immunised  for  the  first 
time.  Of  these,  299  were  under  the  age  of  five,  and  41  were  over 
five.  In  addition,  137  children  previously  immunised  received 
refresher  doses. 

The  proportion  of  children  born  within  the  previous  12  months 
who  were  immunised  was  55%. 

There  has  been  a 40%  rise  in  the  total  number  of  children  at 
all  ages  immunised  during  the  year  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  65%  of  all  children  under  15  have  at  one  time  or  another 
received  immunisation  treatment. 

WATER. 

The  Borough  ch  aws  its  water  supply  from  the  mains  of  the 
West  Hampshire  Water  Company  whose  works  lie  wholly  within 
the  Borough  boundary,  and  who  supply,  in  addition  to  Christ- 
church, part  of  Bournemouth,  most  of  the  Rural  District  of  Ring- 
wood  and  Fordingbridge,  part  of  Wiltshire,  part  of  the  New 
Forest  Rural  District  and  part  of  the  Borough  of  Lymington. 
The  raw  water  is  drawn  fi  om  the  river  Avon  and  treated  by  slow 
sand  filtration  and  chloramination.  It  is  normally  remarkably 
constant  in  quality. 

During  the  year  the  raw  water  was  examined  twelve  times 
with,  in  the  main,  low  total  counts.  B.  coli  was  present  in  one- 
tenth  ml.  in  approximately  half  of  the  samples,  and  absent  in 
one-tenth  ml.  in  the  remainder.  The  treated  water  was  examined 
chemically  and  bacteriologically  on  35  occasions  with  entirely 
satisfactory  results. 

The  supply  is  constant  and  the  water  is  of  moderate  hard- 
ness, free  from  plumbo  solvent  action,  and  entirely  free  from 
metals. 

The  Water  Company’s  records  at  mid-year  show  5,126  houses 
to  be  supplied  from  their  mains.  No  standpipes  are  in  use. 

A typical  result  of  the  examination  is  given  below. 

THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES. 
ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  on  14:4:48 
from  WEST  HAMPSHIRE  WATER  COMPANY. 
CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION. 
Appearance:  Clear  and  bright. 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale) : Nil. 

Colour  (Hazen) : Faint  yellow-brown  10.  Odour:  Nil. 
Reaction  pH  : On  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality,  7.9. 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide:  3. 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20  deg.C.  : 390. 

Total  Solids,  dried  at  180  deg.C.  : 260. 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides:  16.  Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate:  175. 
Hardness:  Total  210.  Carbonate  (Temporary):  175. 

Non-carbonate  (Perm.):  35. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates:  2.0.  Nitrogen  in  Nitrites:  Less  than  0.01. 
Free  Ammonia  : 0.048.  Oxygen  absorbed  in  4hrs.  at  27  deg.  C.  : 0.95. 
Albuminoid  Ammonia:  0.048.  Residual  Chlorine:  0.13. 

Metals:  Iron,  Less  than  0.03.  Other  metals  absent. 
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It  VCTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS. 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in: — 1 day 
at  37  deg.C.  : 2 ; 2 days  at  37  deg.  C.  : 4 ; 3 days  at 

20  deg.C.  : 1. 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction  : Present  in,  Nil. 

Absent  from,  100  ml. 

Bact.  Coli.  : Present  in,  Nil.  Absent  from,  100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction  : Present  in,  Nil.  Absent  from,  100  ml. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a reaction 
on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart 
from  a negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  hard  in  character, 
but  its  hardness  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents 
in  solution  are  not  excessive.  It  is  of  satisfactory  organic  quality, 
conforms  to  a high  standard  of  bacterial  purity,  and  contains  a 
residuum  of  chloramine. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure  and 
wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes. 

Signed— ROY  C.  HOATHER. 

26th  April,  1948.  for  The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

An  associated  laboratory  of  the  Medical  Research  Council’s 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  was  opened  early  in  1948  in  the 
Municipal  Buildings  at  Poole,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  C.  J.  G. 
King.  The  laboratory  is  concerned  with  bacteriology  and  epi- 
demiology in  relation  to  the  diagnosis,  prevention,  and  control, 
of  infectious  disease,  and  the  services  are  provided  free.  From 
the  beginning  a firm  liaison  has  been  formed  with  Dr.  King  who 
has  at  all  times  been  most  anxious  to  advise  and  help  us  with  our 
epidemiological  problems.  I am  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his 
many  kindnesses. 

FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

Your  Inspectors  have  continued  to  devote  a large  part  of 
their  time  to  ensuring  that  the  food  bought,  prepared,  and  con- 
sumed within  the  Borough  is  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  con- 
sumption. The  comparative  absence  of  food  poisoning  would  seem 
to  be  an  excellent  tribute  to  their  energy  and  to  the  success  of 
their  efforts.  Mr.  Friend  gives  precise  details  of  the  vast  amount 
of  work  involved.  In  particular,  early  in  the  year  a campaign 
was  instituted  to  ensure  that  food  handlers  were  constantly  re- 
minded of  the  necessity  for  keeping  their  hands  clean,  and  with 
this  end  in  view,  large  numbers  of  sticky  labels  encouraging  hand 
washing  were  installed  in  the  sanitary  annexes  of  food  premises. 

Subsequent  to  this  campaign  the  British  Tourist  and  Holidays 
Board,  a Government  sponsored  organisation,  issued  similar 
material,  but  of  a more  permanent  nature,  to  all  catering  estab- 
lishments. Care  was  taken  to  see  that,  the  material  was  being 
displayed,  and  surplus  material  was  collected  for  re-distribution 
as  necessary. 
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ICE  CREAM. 

In  pursuit  of  the  general  policy  of  ensuring  clean  food,  con- 
siderable attention  was  again  directed  to  ice  cream.  Of  the  72 
samples  collected  and  subjected  to  the  methylene  blue  test  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  19.4%  fell  into  grade  I,  29.2%  into 
grade  II,  32%  into  grade  III,  and  19.4%  into  grade  IV.  This 
shows  considerable  improvement  on  the  percentages  obtained  in 
1947,  but  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  particularly  when  it 
is  remembered  that  the  summer  was  a poor  one,  and  not  com- 
parable with  the  hot  dry  summer  of  1947.  The  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  recommends  that  in  a series  of  samples  taken 
from  any  given  retailer  over  6 months,  results  should  not  fall 
below  the  following  percentages: — 50%  into  grade  I,  80%  into 
grades  I or  II,  not  more  than  20%  into  grade  III,  and  none  into 
grade  IV. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

One  sharp  and  localised  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred 
at  the  end  of  July,  some  fifteen  persons  being  affected.  All  were 
guests  at  a wedding  reception,  and  after  enquiry  it  was  assumed 
that  the  offending  article  of  food  was  likely  to  have  been  cooked 
tongue  made  into  sandwiches  on  the  evening  prior  to  the  recep- 
tion. The  outbreak  had  the  characters  of  a bacterial  toxaemia 
with  the  occurrence  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  within  a few  hours 
of  the  meal  and  fairly  rapid  recovery  thereafter.  No  material  was 
available  for  examination  as  all  the  suspected  food  had  been  con- 
sumed, and  the  patients  were  practically  well  before  the  outbreak 
was  notified  on  the  day  following  the  occurrence. 

This  small  outbreak  serves  once  again  to  emphasise  the 
dangers  of  preparing  cooked  foods  some  time  before  they  are  due 
to  be  consumed,  particularly  if  they  hav'-  been  handled,  since  in 
the  interval  between  preparation  and  consumption,  bacteria  have 
an  opportunity  to  grow  and  produce  their  toxins. 


No.  of 
outbreaks 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
deaths 

Organisms  or  other 
agents  responsible 

Foods 

involved 

1 

15 

Nil 

Not  elicited 

Cooked 

tongue 

sandwiches 

MILK  BOTTLES. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  considerable  attention 
was  directed  to  the  results  which  were  being  obtained  from  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  washed  milk  bottles,  that  is, 
bottles  which  were  about  to  be  filled  with  raw  or  treated  milk  for 
delivery  to  the  consumer.  The  bacteriological  count  obtained  from 
any  milk  bottle  is  a clear  indication  of  its  cleanliness  or  otherwise. 
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The  most  desirable  result  is  that  the  bottle  should  be  sterile,  but 
it  is  recognised  that  with  ordinary  washing  procedures  this  may 
not  always  be  practicable.  Accordingly,  bacterial  counts  indica- 
ting various  degrees  of  cleanliness  have  been  unofficially  laid 
down  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  and  while  these 
have  no  statutory  significance  they  do  give  the  authority  an  im- 
mediate indication  of  those  retailers  whose  bottle  washing  methods 
are  unsatisfactory.  It  is  possible  then  by  instruction  to  improve 
unsatisfactory  methods  and  obtain  low  counts  which  can  be  main- 
tained indefinitely,  if  the  advice  given  is  persistently  followed. 

There  is  obviously  little  point  in  concentrating  on  clean  milk 
production  if  the  milk  so  produced  is  subsequently  placed  in 
dirty  bottles,  and  it  is  a matter  for  regiet  that  the  Government 
has  not  seen  fit  to  lay  down  legal  standards  of  cleanliness  in  milk 
bottles.  The  unofficial  standards  at  present  in  use  allow  a bottle 
containing  up  to  600  bacteria  to  be  considered  satisfactory,  600 
to  2,000  fairly  satisfactory,  and  over  2,000  unsatisfactory.  When 
it  is  realised  that  counts  of  40,000  have  been  obtained  on  a num- 
ber of  occasions  in  this  area,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  need  for  an 
enforceable  standard  is  urgent.  A successful  prosecution,  with 
its  attendant  publicity,  would  have  a very  salutary  effect,  not 
only  on  the  offender,  but  on  others  whose  methods  might  not 
always  be  free  from  criticism. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  seven  schools  in  the  town 
shows  no  marked  change.  Overcrowding  remains  rife,  in  spite  of 
additional  pre -fabricated  accommodation  and  the  use  of  hired 
accommodation  outside  the  school.  Three  new  classrooms  of 
pleasantly  unusual  design  have  been  constructed  at  Mudeford 
School,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  an  additional  class  will  still  have 
to  be  accommodated  at  Sandhills.  The  new  primary  school  in 
Clarendon  Road  is  about  to  be  commenced,  and  it  is  hoped  will  be 
completed  in  about  a year.  This  will  relieve  the  congestion  at  the 
Junior  School  which  will  then  have  the  use  of  the  classrooms 
vacated  by  the  infants.  The  growth  of  the  town  in  the  Somerford 
area  makes  it  seem  likely  that  a primary  school  will  eventually 
have  to  be  constructed  on  the  Somerford  Housing  Estate,  where 
I understand,  a site  is  already  earmarked. 

School  meals  continue  to  be  provided  at  all  schools.  The 
transportation  of  children  from  outlying  classrooms  to  the  school 
for  meals,  and  their  return,  involves  the  Education  Authority  in 
heavy  expenditure. 

CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Child  Welfare  Authority.  Twro 
Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  within  the  Borough,  one  in  St. 
Mark’s  Hall,  Highcliff,  and  the  other  in  the  Health  Centre  at 
Millhams  Street.  The  latter  centre  has  grown  so  much  in  popul- 
arity that  it  has  become  necessary  to  open  it  all  day  once  a week 
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instead  of  the  half  day  which  formerly  sufficed.  In  addition  to 
advice  on  infant  management,  provision  is  made  for  immunising 
against  diphtheria  those  children  whose  parents  prefer  to  havo 
this  treatment  given  at  a clinic  rather  ihan  by  their  own  private 
doctors.  Proprietary  dried  foods  are  sold,  and  a very  limited 
number  of  medicaments  are  dispensed  free  wheie  considered 
necessary  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge. 

The  work  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  could  not  be  carried 
on  without  the  help  provided  by  voluntary  workers,  and  in 
Christchurch  this  help  has  always  been  provided  by  the  members 
of  the  Christchurch  Child  Welfare  Society,  a pioneer  society.  A 
number  of  these  excellent  ladies  have  given  their  services  for  up- 
wards of  20  years,  and  it  becomes  an  urgent  matter  that  success- 
ors should  be  found  to  relieve  them  of  some  of  their  duties.  The 
voluntary  spirit  seems  however  to  be  less  prevalent  now  than  for- 
merly, and  little  progress  has  been  made  in  the  search  for  new 
members. 

Once  again  I must  express  my  personal  indebtedness  to  the 
faithful  band  who  have  enabled  the  work  to  be  continued  up  to 
the  present. 

NURSERIES. 

Two  private  residential  nurseries  are  established  in  the  town. 
A further  nursery  closed  down  owing  to  lack  of  support  and  high 
running  costs. 

The  Red  Cross  runs  an  additional  lesidential  nursery  and  is 
in  the  process  of  establishing  yet  another  one  at  Mudeford  where 
convalescent  children  between  the  ages  of  0 and  2 will  be  accom- 
modated. 

The  County  Council  continues  to  maintain  the  Day  Nursery 
in  the  Square  House,  where  38  under  school  age  children  of  work- 
ing mothers  are  cared  for  during  the  day. 

ILLEGITIMACY. 

The  illegitimacy  rate  stands  at  64.7  per  1,000  live  births  as 
compared  with  58.5  last  year.  The  steady  fall  in  the  rate  from 
the  peak  of  144  reached  in  1945  has  not  been  maintained,  but  the 
present  numbers  may  be  regarded  as  being  within  normal  limits. 
SCABIES. 

Cases  of  scabies  in  small  numbers  continue  to  be  treated  at 
the  Health  Centre  in  Millhams  Street.  The  numbers  continue  to 
decrease,  and  only  six  cases  from  Christchurch  were  dealt  with 
throughout  the  year.  A number  of  cases  from  neighbouring 
authorities  were  treated  under  an  existing  arrangement. 
VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

From  the  5th  July,  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  became 
the  responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards.  A Clinic 
serving  this  area  is  held  at  the  Royal  Victoria  and  West  Hants 
Hospital,  Boscombe. 

STATE  OF  EMPLOYMENT. 

The  following  figures,  showing  the  state  of  employment  and 
unemployment  within  the  Christchurch  Employment  Exchange 
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area  which,  in  addition  to  the  Borough  of  Christchurch,  includes 
Hurn  and  Holmsley,  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  C.  A. 
Mitchell,  the  Manager  of  Christchurch  Employment  Exchange. 

1.  The  numbers  of  persons  over  18  years  of  age  registered  as 
unemployed  at  the  Christchurch  Employment  Exchange  during 
1948  were  as  follows  : — 


M ales. 

Females. 

January  

162 

30 

February  

168 

34 

March 

163 

31 

April  

136 

23 

May  

152 

30 

June  ... 

141 

29 

July  

103 

24 

August 

117 

21 

September  

119 

23 

October  

125 

34 

November  * 

162 

58 

December  

164 

65 

2.  The  approximate  numbers  of  insured  persons  in  the  Christ- 
church area  at  July,  .1948  (excluding  self-employed  and  non- 
employed),  based  on  the  number  of  Unemployment  Books  ex- 
changed and  National  Insurance  Cards  issued  by  the  Christ- 
church Employment  Exchange,  were  as  follows  : — 


Industry 

Males 

Females 

Total 

18  and 
over 

Under 

18 

18  and 
over 

Under 

18 

Transport  and  Com- 

munication  | 

1,445  | 

57 

180 

8 

1,690 

Building  

944 

61 

11 

4 

1,020 

Vehicles  (including 

Aircraft)  

788 

23 

126 

3 

940 

Catering,  Hotels 

152 

6 

313 

18 

489 

Agriculture  and 

Horticulture  

379 

18 

31 

4 

432 

Nat.  Govt.  Service... 

251 

- 

53 

1 

305 

Retail  Distribution  of 

Food  and  Drink  ... 

146 

14 

107 

27 

294 

Retail  Distribution  of 

Non-Food  Goods 

76 

9 

74 

20 

179 

Local  Govt.  Service 

142 

2 

14 

2 

160 

Other  Industries  ... 

829 

53 

926 

70 

1,878 

Totals 

5,152 

243 

1,835 

157 

7,387 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  about  1,000  books  and 
cards  exchanged  at  other  local  offices  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
and  National  Service  for  workers  employed  in  the  Christchurch 
area  (about  850  in  National  Government  Service  and  150  in  Local 
Government  Service). 
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3.  Approximate  percentage  of  male  and  female  workers  over  18 
years  of  age  who  were  registered  as  unemployed: — 


1948.  Males.  Females. 

March  2.7%  1.5% 

June  2.4%  1.4% 

September  2.0%  1.1% 

December  2.8%  3.1% 


<j  ENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  health  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the 
year  and  there  has  been  no  abnormal  incidence  of  infectious 
disease. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for 
the  town  and  is  less  than  half  the  figure  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales,  itself  a record  low  figure. 

The  Birth  Rate  has  decreased  and  now  approximates  to  the 
pre-war  figure.  The  Death  Rate  has  also  decreased  but  remains 
higher  than  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales.  This  is  due  to  our 
greater  proportion  of  old  people,  many  of  whom  have  come  here 
to  retire. 

In  spite  of  the  valiant  activities  of  the  Council,  the  housing 
problem  is  as  far  from  solution  as  ever.  There  still  remain  1,000 
names  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list,  which  includes  some  250 
families  now  housed  at  Ilolmsley.  153  Council  houses  were  com- 
pleted during  the  year,  but  only  13  private  enterprise  houses 
were  completed  in  the  same  period.  When  it  is  seen  that  the 
population  of  the  town  is  estimated  to  have  increased  by  1,000 
over  the  previous  year,  it  is  apparent  that  in  spite  of  our  best 
efforts  we  are  far  from  coping  with  the  problem  and  are  in  fact 
falling  into  greater  arrears. 

The  problem  of  the  hutted  sites  at  Holmsley  remains  ever 
with  us,  and  no  one  will  be  happy  until  the  last  hut  is  vacated 
and  demolished.  The  huts  are  already  over  age  and  will  grow 
increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  in  a habitable  state.  Under  the 
circumstances  nothing  can  be  done  at  the  present  time  to  deal 
with  much  unsuitable  old  property  in  the  town  which,  if  it  is 
vacated  by  one  family,  is  promptly  re-occupied  by  another. 

Work  has  continued  on  the  reclamation  of  land  at  the  Haven 
Quay  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  of  household  refuse.  It  will 
be  agreed  by  most  that  the  results  reflect  great  credit  on  the 
Cleansing  Department. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  again  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Mayor 
and  members  of  the  Council  for  their  kindness  and  consideration 
throughout  the  year,  to  the  Town  Clerk  for  his  helpful  advice  on 
matters  of  doubt,  and  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his 
Staff  for  their  continued  enthusiastic  co-operation. 

D.  J.  N.  McNAB. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


September,  1949. 
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To  The  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS 

of  the  BOROUGH  OF  CHRISTCHURCH. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Eighth  Annual 
Report  covering  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1948. 
The  Tables  dealing  with  income  and  expenditure  cover  the  Fin- 
ancial year  April,  1948,  to  March,  1949. 

It  is  of  course  impossible  to  comment  on  all  matters  dealt 
with  by  your  Inspectors  during  the  year,  and  only  those  which 
are  of  outstanding  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants 
of  your  Borough  will  be  discussed. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Report  is  set  out  under  various 
headings,  and  as  many  of  the  matters  have  been  very  fully  dis- 
cussed in  previous  reports,  it  is  not  proposed  to  write  at  length 
on  them,  and  my  remarks  will  be  confined  to  bare  essentials. 

There  has  been  a further  appreciable  increase  in  the  popula- 
tion, and  such  increase  has  naturally  added  to  the  work  of  the 
department.  This  is  reflected  in  the  number  of  inspections  as 
recorded  in  Table  1. 

As  will  be  seen  from  an  inspection  of  Table  1,  far  more 
attention  has  been  paid  to  food  premises  generally,  and  ice  cream 
premises  in  particular.  On  the  whole,  the  year  has  been  a busy 
one  and  has  produced  its  quota  of  problems  which  have  been 
faced  up  to  cheerfully  by  the  staff  of  the  department. 

1.  HOUSING-SLUM  CLEARANCE:— 

Fortunately,  only  a comparatively  small  number  of  proper- 
ties of  this  class  are  to  be  found  in  your  Borough,  and  although 
every  endeavour  is  made  to  keep  these  reasonably  habitable, 
some  of  them  have  reached  the  stage  where  further  repairs  are 
definitely  impossible.  I have  in  mind  some  of  the  properties  in 
Pound  Lane,  upon  which  hundreds  of  pounds  would  have  to  be 
spent  to  bring  them  up  to  anything  like  a reasonable  standard. 

The  owner,  quite  naturally,  is  not  prepared  to  lay  out  large 
sums  of  money  on  properties  from  which  he  can  expect  no  ade- 
quate return.  Consequently,  the  properties  deteriorate  more  and 
more  each  year,  and  have  now  reached  the  stage  wrhere  demolition 
is  the  only  answer. 

Other  doubtful  properties  in  the  Borough  are  being  patched 
up  from  time  to  time,  and  they  will  eventually  have  to  be  dealt 
with  in  the  manner  indicated  above. 

2.  HOUSING— RECONDITIONING  :— 

Even  in  normal  times  when  owners  are  free  to  carry  out 
works  of  repair  to  their  properties,  the  department  is  closely 
concerned  with  work  of  this  nature  as  in  many  cases  it  is  found 
necessary  to  persuade  unwilling  landlords  to  maintain  their 
property  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair. 

Shortage  of  essential  materials  and  the  restrictions  on  the 
class  of  repairs  which  can  be  carried  out  have  added  considerably 
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to  the  difficulties  previously  experienced  by  the  department.  On 
the  whole,  however,  owners  have,  after  explaining  their  difficul- 
ties, complied  with  the  notices  served  t n them,  and  in  only  re- 
latively few  instances  has  it  been  found  necessary  to  serve 
Formal  Notices. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  many  owners  have  been  badly  hit  by 
the  restrictions  imposed  on  them  with  regard  to  rentals,  and  it 
is  true  to  say  that  owners  of  the  cheaper  class  of  property  are  in 
fact  sinking  money  in  something  from  which  they  can  get  no 
return.  It  may  be  argued  that  as  no  repairs  were  carried  out 
during  the  war  an  adequate  sum  could  have  been  set  aside  to 
meet  future  requirements.  This  may  be  true  of  the  better  class 
property,  but  when  dealing  with  houses  which  are  let  at  rents 
varying  from  5/-  to  11/-  per  week,  the  landlord  frequently  being 
responsible  for  the  payment  of  local  and  water  rates,  little  or 
nothing  can  be  set  aside  for  maintenance. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  constantly  come  up  against  this  type  of 
case,  and  our  task  is  made  so  much  more  difficult.  Being  reason- 
able persons,  able  to  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  the  small  owner, 
it  is  frequently  found  necessary  to  modify  one’s  demands  and 
accept  a standard  of  repair  which  would  not  be  tolerated  in  nor- 
mal times. 

For  this,  if  for  no  other  reason,  steps  should  be  taken  by  the 
appropriate  Government  Department  to  permit  owners  of  cer- 
tain classes  of  property  to  increase  their  rents,  thus  enabling 
them  to  meet  their  commitments  and,  incidentally,  reduce  the 
number  of  prospective  slums. 

20G  houses  received  substantial  repairs  during  the  year. 

3.  HOUSING — OVERCROWDING  : — 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  your 
Borough  for  the  mid-year  1947  was  18,180.  His  estimate  for  mid- 
year 1948  is  19,190. 

The  population  has  therefore  increased  by  upwards  of  1,000, 
and  such  increase  has  naturally  added  to  the  difficulties  under 
which  many  of  your  burgesses  are  living. 

Overcrowding  is  a term  which  can  be  interpreted  in  many 
ways.  To  some,  it  would  mean  the  number  of  persons  occupying 
a house.  To  others  it  could  mean  the  number  sharing  a room, 
and  to  others  still,  it  may  and  often  means  the  number  who  have 
to  share  cooking  and  other  facilities  in  the  house.  Overcrowding  is 
therefore  a relative  term  and  accordingly  should  be  given  a much 
wider  interpretation  than  that  which  appears  in  the  Housing  Act. 

From  the  housewife’s  point  of  view  there  is  no  doubt  she  is 
not  so  much  concerned  with  the  number  of  persons  who  can 
legally  occupy  the  house  as  with  the  number  with  whom  she  has 
to  share  the  gas  cooker  and  other  facilities,  and  it  is  the  sharing 
of  these  facilities  which  so  often  leads  to  discord  and  to  a con- 
sequent increase  in  the  number  of  applications  for  re-housing. 

1,054  houses  have  been  inspected,  and  4,390  rooms  measured 
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during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  permitted 
numbers,  and  the  necessary  records  have  been  prepared. 

It  has  again  been  found  that  there  is  no  serious  overcrowding, 
but  as  stated  in  last  year’s  report,  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
overcrowding  is  assessed  on  the  system  laid  down  in  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  a system  which  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  If  the  sur- 
vey was  based  on  the  number  of  families  occupying  a house,  there 
would  be  a very  different  tale  to  tell. 

4.  HOUSING— ALLOCATION 

It  is  the  avowed  intention  of  the  Government  that  each  family 
shall  be  provided  with  a home  which  they  can  call  their  own,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  every  effort  is  being  made  to  achieve  this 
end.  Nevertheless,  it  is  a fact  that  only  a small  percentage  of  the 
families  on  the  Council’s  list  have  so  far  been  housed,  and  a long 
list  of  applicants  still  remains  to  be  dealt  with. 

It  is  part  of  my  duties  to  interview  each  applicant  and  advise 
the  appropriate  Committee  of  the  Council  on  their  suitability  or 
otherwise.  In  the  course  of  my  inspections  I come  into  close 
contact  with  the  families  concerned  and  am  therefore  able  to 
appreciate  their  difficulties  to  the  full.  It  is  not  always  an  easy 
task  to  assess  the  merits  of  a case,  and  I am  frequently  con- 
fronted with  the  problem  of  “need”  as  opposed  to  “means,”  for 
there  are  many  families  on  your  list  who  are  in  desperate  need 
of  accommodation  but  who  cannot  afford  the  rents  demanded. 
This  creates  a problem  for  the  Committee,  a problem  not  always 
easy  of  solution.  At  the  other  end  of  the  scale,  there  are  those 
who,  though  able  to  meet  the  rent,  are  for  some  reason  or  other, 
undesirable  tenants.  Frequently  the  homes  are  dirty  and  the 
applicant  unlikely  to  care  for  the  house  in  the  manner  deserving 
of  a new  home.  Such  families  are  a problem  and  it  is  difficult  to 
know  how  to  deal  with  them.  This  problem  is  not  peculiar  to 
Christchurch,  and  in  some  districts  the  rehousing  of  this  type  of 
family  is  a gradual  process,  a system  which  this  Council  may  well 
have  to  adopt  if  new  properties  are  not  soon  to  become  slums. 

Despite  the  many  difficulties  the  Committee  has  had  to  con- 
tend with,  247  families  were  rehoused  in  1948,  some  permanently, 


others  temporarily  as  shown  below. 

Number  of  families  housed  at  Holmsley  84 

Number  of  families  housed  in  requisitioned  properties  ...  15 

Number  of  families  housed  in  new  properties 148 


There  are  at  present  258  families — with  a total  of  827  persons 
— temporarily  housed  in  the  former  R.A.F.  Camp  at  Holmsley. 

At  each  meeting  of  the  Committee,  an  average  of  6 families 
from  this  Camp  are  given  peiunanent  accommodation  in  Christ- 
church. As  there  is  a waiting  list  of  persons  wishing  to  live  at 
Holmsley  until  such  time  as  they  can  be  permanently  rehoused, 
any  available  accommodation  at  this  Camp  is  quickly  taken  up. 

There  are  at  present  975  applicants  on  the  Council’s  waiting 
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list,  the  families  being  made  up  as  follows : — 

i\’o.  in  Family.  No.  of  Applicants. 


12 1 

11  2 

10 2 

9 3 

8 5 

7 11 

6 34 

5 58 

4 189 

3 307 

2 350 

1 13 


975 


The  above  table  includes  the  258  families  housed  at  Holmsley. 

5.  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES : — 

Under  this  heading  are  included  all  premises  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  the  manufacture,  preparation  and  distribution  of 
food,  other  than  milk,  and  the  fact  that  no  less  than  1,220  inspec- 
tions were  made  during  the  year  is  an  indication  of  the  importance 
which  the  department  attaches  to  this  branch  of  the  work. 

In  previous  reports  I have  stressed  the  fact  that  the  prepara- 
tion and  distribution  of  food  in  this  country  left  much  to  be 
desired.  This  has  been  borne  out  by  the  steady  increase  in  the 
number  of  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  which  have  occurred  in 
recent  years.  This  is  a matter  on  which  your  Medical  Officer  will 
no  doubt  comment  in  his  report. 

It  now  appears  that  the  Ministry  of  Food  is  also  much  con- 
cerned at  the  laxity  on  the  part  of  some  of  those  dii  ectly  connec- 
ted with  the  food  of  the  nation,  for  clean  food  campaigns,  which 
have  the  blessing  of  the  Ministry,  are  being  urged  on  all  concerned 
with  a view  to  reducing  risks  of  contamination  to  an  absolute 
minimum. 

With  a view  to  ensuring  that  local  authorities  are  alive  to 
their  responsiblities  the  Ministry  recently  decided  to  appoint  a 
Food  Hygiene  Advisory  Officer  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  contact 
local  authorities  and  advise  on  methods  to  be  adopted  to  ensure 
that  all  food  is  prepared  and  distributed  under  hygienic  conditions. 

The  first  of  these  appointments  was  made  quite  recently,  and 
the  officer  appointed  is  Mr.  Morley  Parry,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor to  Northampton  County  Borough.  The  fact  that  one  of  my 
colleagues  has  been  chosen  to  fill  this  important  post  is  a tribute 
to  the  work  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  generally.  I personally  feel 
that  his  appointment  will  in  due  course  result  in  long  overdue 
amendments  to  the  present  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  that  many 
of  the  difficulties  which  local  authorities  have  to  contend  with  at 
present  will  be  swept  aside. 
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In  so  far  as  your  Borough  is  concerned,  I am  satisfied  that 
the  majority  of  the  traders  do  their  utmost  to  maintain  their 
premises  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  There  arc  black 
spots  here  and  there,  but  they  are  few  and  far  between,  and  the 
fact  that  your  Inspectors  pay  frequent  ' is.its  to  these  premises  is 
in  itself  sufficient  to  keep  the  shopkeeper  alive  to  his  respon- 
sibilities. I think  it  only  right  that  I should  at  this  stage  thank 
the  traders  in  your  town  for  their  co-operation  which  has  greatly 
facilitated  the  work  of  the  department. 

With  a view  to  ascertaining  the  number  of  premises  which 
fall  short  of  the  requirements  of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  in  so  far  as  the  provision  of  washing  facilities  are  con- 
cerned, a survey  of  all  food  shops  has  been  undertaken,  and  it 
has  been  ascertained  that  108  have  the  necessary  facilities  in  the 
form  of  constant  hot  and  cold  water  and  lavatory  basins,  and 
that  90  lack  these  facilities.  Steps  have  already  been  taken  to 
reduce  the  number  which  do  not  comply,  and  so  far  16  premises 
have  been  brought  up-to-date. 

For  some  years,  due  to  shortages,  it  was  found  almost  impos- 
sible to  replace  crockeryware,  with  the  result  that  cracked  and 
chipped  cups  and  plates  were  kept  in  circulation.  The  position 
has  now  eased,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  ensure  that  only 
sound  ware  is  used. 

On  the  whole,  the  restaurants  and  cafes  in  your  town  are 
well  above  the  average  from  a point  of  view  of  cleanliness,  and 
they  have  not  been  a source  of  worry  to  the  department. 

As  the  population  of  the  area  is  less  than  20,000  this  local 
authority  is  not^the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  and  sampling  is 
undertaken  by  the  County.  Reproduced  below  is  a report 
received  from  Mr.  Perry  on  the  result  of  samples  taken  by  him 
during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1949. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

The  following  is  a list  of  samples  taken  in  your  district  under 
the  above  Act  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1949.  All  the 


samples  were  satisfactory. 

Sample.  No.  Sample.  No. 

Butter  and  other  Fats  ...  5 Jam  3 

Biscuits  1 Meat  Extract 1 

Cheese  1 Spirits  * 5 

Coffee 2 Milk  40 

Fish  Paste  1 Miscellaneous  6 

Total — 65. 


The  40  milk  samples  contained  an  average  of  3.72%  of  Milk 
Fat,  and  8.80%  of  non-fatty  solids. 

(Signed)  C.  O.  PERRY, 

Chief  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures. 

Table  2 shows  the  articles  of  food  surrendered  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 
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(».  SLAUGHTERHOUSES:— 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  position  with  regard  to  these 
premises,  slaughtering  still  being  under  the  control  of  the  Min- 
istry of  Food  and  centred  in  Bournemouth.  Occasionally  a cot- 
tager’s pig  may  be  dealt  with  in  local  premises,  but  such  cases 
are  few  and  far  between. 

There  were  originally  4 slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough,  but 
one  of  these  has  been  converted  to  living  accommodation. 

7.  DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS  : — 

Generally  speaking,  the  standard  of  cleanliness  at  these 
premises  is  good,  and  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  proceed 
against  .any  of  the  persons  engaged  in  this  trade. 

Regular  inspections  are  made  to  ensure  that  the  buildings 
and  equipment  are  maintained  in  a good  state  of  repair  and 
cleanliness. 

Members  of  the  Council  are  already  aware  that  one  building 
in  the  town  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  and  short  of  complete 
reconstruction,  there  is  little  that  can  be  done  to  improve  it.  As 
this  matter  has  been  fully  referred  to  from  time  to  time,  I don’t 
propose  to  belabour  the  point. 

The  cleanliness  of  the  buildings  is  a matter  which  can  be 
assessed  by  normal  visual  methods,  but  the  degree  of  cleanliness 
of  the  churns  and  bottles  can  only  be  ascertained  by  laboratory 
tests.  Unfortunately,  no  legal  standard  exists,  and  it  has  been 
left  to  private  individuals  or  concerns  to  suggest  such  a standard. 

Several  standards  have  been  proposed,  and  these  vary  from 
0 to  5,000  organisms  per  pint  bottle.  These  standards  are,  in  my 
opinion,  generous,  and  this  is  borne  out  by  the  fa.ct  that  counts 
as  low  as  0,  2,  4 and  5 have  been  obtained  on  bottles  which  I have 
submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  examination. 

With  a view  to  ascertaining  the  degree  of  cleanliness  of  the 
bottles  used  by  the  dairymen  in  your  area,  bottles  are  from  time 
to  time  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  examination,  45  batches 
comprising  300  bottles,  having  so  far  been  dealt  with.  Counts 
have  varied  from  40,000  to  0 (sterile),  and  as  the  Council  is  already 
aware,  steps  were  immediately  taken  to  reduce  these  high  counts, 
and  in  every  case  these  were  brought  within  the  limits  referred 
to  above  and  in  many  cases  were  reduced  to  double  figures. 

All  but  two  of  the  dairy  premises  in  your  Borough  are  pro- 
vided with  mechanical  means  for  the  washing  of  bottles,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  high  counts  obtained  could  be  traced  to 
neglect  on  the  part  of  the  operators,  for  following  the  adoption 
of  a routine  suggested  by  the  department,  there  was  a consider- 
able improvement  in  the  counts  obtained,  and  in  most  cases  re- 
peat tests  revealed  that  this  improvement  was  being  maintained. 

As  very  large  quantities  of  milk  retailed  in  this  area  are  bottled 
in  premises  outside  the  boundaries  of  your  Borough,  the  local 
authorities  concerned  were  asked  to  obtain  and  submit  reports 
on  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  bottles  concerned.  This  was 
done  and  the  reports  were  quite  satisfactory. 
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These  matters  receive  the  constant  attention  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  any  falling  off  is  immediately  checked. 

Table  3 shows  in  detail  the  particulars  as  recorded  in  the 
Register. 

8.  DRAINAGE:— 

Until  quite  recently,  the  drains  of  all  new  properties  were 
laid  under  the  supervision,  and  tested  by  a member  of  the 
Borough  Engineer’s  staff.  It  was  felt  that  as  the  Public  Health 
Department  had  to  deal  with  these  drains,  if  they  at  any  time 
became  troublesome,  the  laying  and  testing  should  be  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  that  department.  Though  adding  to  the 
work  of  the  department,  this  procedure  has  the  advantage  that 
records  are  readily  available,  and  the  layout  of  the  drain  is 
known  to  the  Inspector  concerned.  It  was  agreed,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  that  all  drains,  other  than 
those  of  Council  houses  should  in  future  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Public  Health  Department.  This  new  sjstem  has  been  in  opera- 
tion for  some  months,  and  is  working  quite  satisfactorily. 

For  very  many  years  the  Council  undertook  the  laying  of  the 
sections  of  drain  from  the  sewer  to  the  boundaries  of  new 
properties.  It  was  felt  that  this  scheme  was  open  to  objections 
as,  in  the  event  of  the  section  of  drain  laid  under  the  road  be- 
coming defective,  it  could,  and  often  was  claimed  that  as  the 
Council  had  laid  the  drain,  they  should  repair  it.  This  could 
involve  the  Council  in  quite  heavy  expense,  and  it  was  felt  that 
this  risk  should  be  removed. 

Following  on  a discussion  I had  with  the  Borough  Engineer 
it  was  agreed  that  this  work  should  in  future  be  carried  out  by 
the  Contractor  responsible  for  the  laying  of  the  house  drains. 
The  new  scheme  has  been  in  operation  for  some  months  and  is 
working  well,  the  contractor  being  responsible  for  excavating 
down  to  sewer  level,  the  provision  and  fixing  of  the  saddle  on  the 
sewer  being  the  only  responsibility  the  Council  now  has  in  con- 
nection with  this  work. 

The  drains  of  47  premises  have  been  partly  or  wholly  relaid 
during  the  year,  and  16  cesspools  and  5 bucket  latrines  have  been 
abolished. 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1947,  I informed  the  Council  that 
it  had  been  ascertained  that: — 

27  properties  drained  to  Septic  Tarks. 

83  properties  drained  to  Cesspools. 

91  had  Bucket  Latrines. 

3 were  provided  with  Elsans 

It  was  further  stated  that  every  effort  would  be  made  to  re- 
duce these  to  a minimum.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  quoted 
above,  the  number  of  properties  not  drained  to  the  sewer  has 
been  reduced  from  204  to  183.  It  is  hoped  that  this  number  will 
be  further  reduced  in  the  near  future. 
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1).  CAMPING  SITES : — 

There  are  8 licensed  sites  in  your  Be  roughs  and  these  are,  on 
the  whole,  well  regulated  and  have  not  been  a source  of  concern 
to  the  department.  The  licences  in  Respect  of  these  sites  lay 
down  certain  conditions  with  which  the  owner  must  comply.  One 
of  these  conditions  refers  to  the  number  and  distance  between 
dwellings.  At  the  normal  periods  of  the  year  these  conditions 
are  fulfilled,  but  at  peak  periods,  such  as  the  Easter,  Whitsun 
and  August  Bank  Holidays,  some  of  the  sites  are  grossly  over- 
crowded, and  it  is  difficult  to  suggest  a remedy.  Quite  naturally, 
the  owner  of  a site  is  not  going  to  turn  down  easy-money  and  he 
therefore  accommodates  as  many  as  he  possibly  can,  irrespective 
of  the  number  permitted  by  the  licence.  The  owners  concerned 
have  been  approached  and  their  excuse  has  been  that  many  of 
the  campers  arrive  late  at  night,  pitch  their  tents  or  park  their 
caravans,  and  do  not  report  their  arrival  till  the  next  morning. 
Having  done  so,  and  having  been  told  that  the  site  is  already 
overcrowded,  they  plead  that  as  all  other  sites  are  also  full  they 
have  nowhere  to  go.  What  then,  is  the  owner  to  clo?  Should  he 
forcibly  eject  these  people  or  just  turn  a blind  eye  to  the  con- 
ditions prevailing  in  his  Camp?  I suggest  that  the  latter  course 
is  much  more  likely. 

What  then  is  the  answer  to  this  pioblem?  Your  Borough 
has  many  attractions  for  the  visitor,  and  he  naturally  expects  to 
be  made  welcome  and  not  be  pushed  from  pillar  to  post.  Much 
as  one  may  dislike  camping  sites,  it  is  surely  better  to  have  a 
sufficient  number,  well  run  and  capable  of  accommodating  all 
those  who  wish  to  spend  their  holidays  in  this  manner,  rather 
than  have  just  a few  sites  which  become  a blot  on  the  landscape. 

I again  suggest  that  the  Council  is  faced  with  a problem 
which  can  only  be  met  by  the  provision  of  more  camping  facilities, 
and  in  order  to  ensure  proper  control,  these  facilities  should  be 
provided  by  the  Council. 

10.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS:— 

The  stationing  cf  individual  caravans  in  many  parts  of  the 
district  has  been  a constant  source  of  concern,  not  only  to  the 
department,  but  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  Rarely  has  a 
month  gone  by  without  my  having  to  report  the  arrival  of  new 
caravans  in  some  part  or  other  of  the  Borough. 

Many  campers  refuse  to  be  herded  together  on  a licensed  site 
and  prefer  to  find  an  accommodating  landowner  who  is  prepared 
to  allow  them  to  park  their  van  in  some  secluded  spot.  No  objec- 
tion can  be  taken  to  this  form  of  camping  if  the  numbers  accom- 
modated are  small.  Unfortunately,  other  campers  discover  these 
sites  and  very  soon  the  area  is  dotted  with  numerous  vans  and 
tents.  As  the  law  stands  at  present,  the  Council  is  faced  with  the 
problem  of  policing  these  sites  for  42  consecutive  or  60  days  ag- 
gregate in  any  period  of  12  months.  To  prove  occupation  during 
these  periods  it  might  be  necessary  to  visit  the  site  every  day  for 
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a whole  twelve  months.  To  acid  to  the  confusion,  certain  organ- 
isations are  granted  exemptions  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
their  members  are  free  to  park  their  caravans  on  unlicensed 
sites  whether  or  not  the  42-60  day  period  has  already  been  taken 
up  by  other  campers. 

It  would  therefore  appear  that  if  all  campers  were  to  become 
members  of  these  organisations  and  were  to  frequent  unlicensed 
sites,  such  sites  could  be  occupied  all  the  year  round,  and  the 
local  authority  would  be  powerless  in  the  matter. 

This  is  a ridiculous  position  in  which  to  place  local  author- 
ities, and  steps  should  be  taken  to  have  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  amended. 

Not  all  persons  occupying  caravans  are  holidaymakers.  In 
this  area  there  are  many  families  who,  due  to  shortage  of  housing 
accommodation,  are  compelled  to  live  in  this  type  of  dwelling. 
Practically  every  person  occupying  a caravan  all  the  year  round 
in  your  Borough  does  so  because  the  head  of  the  family  has  ob- 
tained employment  in  this  area,  but  has  been  unable  to  find  other 
more  suitable  accommodation. 

In  order  to  help  out  some  of  the  families  falling  in  this  cate- 
gory, the  Council  has  agreed  to  accommodate  a limited  number 
of  caravans  in  the  grounds  of  Sandhills.  Caravans  of  the  better 
type  only  are  allowed  and  the  number  is  restricted  to  24.  The 
site  is  supervised  by  Mr.  Toghill,  the  caretaker,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  families  are  as  happy  as  it  is 
possible  to  be  when  living  under  these  conditions. 

11.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING:— 

(a)  Refuse  Collection : 

Having  given  the  Council  a very  full  report  in  previous  years, 
it  is  not  proposed  to  write  at  length  on  this  subject,  and  I will 
therefore  confine  my  remarks  to  the  bare  essentials. 

A weekly  collection  continues  to  be  operated  in  your  Borough, 
with  additional  collections  from  trade  premises  as  and  when 
required. 

Because  of  a substantial  increase  in  the  population  and  in  the 
number  of  new  premises  being  erected  in  various  parts  of  the 
Borough,  there  has  been  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  quantity 
of  material  to  be  dealt  with.  Consequently,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  additional  staff  had  to  be  engaged 
to  cope  with  the  extra  work. 

The  collection  of  refuse  from  the  large  camp  at  Holmsley  has 
continued,  the  cost  being  met  by  the  Ring-wood  and  Fording - 
bridge  Rural  Distr-ict  Council. 

I have  on  several  occasions  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  collecting  trade  refuse 
was  far  in  excess  of  the  income  from  this  source.  I would  again 
stress  the  need  for  a revision  of  the  charges  which  lave  lemained 
at  their  present  level  since  1941. 

The  question  of  transport  was  raised  last  year,  and  as  the 
position  is  still  the  same  to-day,  no  useful  purpose  wTould  be 
served  by  referring  to  it  again  in  detail. 
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The  service  has  operated  smoothly  and  efliciently,  only  20 
complaints  of  non-collection  of  refuse  being  received  during  the 
year.  Such  non-collection  is  usually  due  to  the  fact  that  one  or 
other  of  the  loaders  is  under  the  impression  that  the  bins  in 
question  have  been  dealt  with  by  another  member  of  the  crew. 
Considering  the  thousands  of  bins  which  are  dealt  with  each 
week,  the  numbers  overlooked  are  indeed  small. 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal: 

During  part  of  the  year  under  review,  namely  January  to 
March,  and  October  to  December,  the  whole  of  the  refuse  was 
deposited  on  boggy  land  at  The  Haven,  and  a further  substantial 
area  reclaimed,  the  reclaimed  area  being  protected  by  a retaining 
wall  constructed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Borough  Engineer. 
This  wall  has  been  constructed  for  part  of  the  way  only,  and  I 
would  urge  that  it  be  completed  in  the  immediate  future  if  the 
reclaimed  area  is  not  to  be  damaged  by  the  winter  gales. 

Dining  the  remaining  months  of  the  year,  refuse  has  been 
disposed  of  at  Stanpit  Marsh,  where  it  is  being  used  to  reclaim 
low-lying  land.  Because  of  the  very  large  quantities  now  having 
to  be  dealt  with,  and  the  absence  of  the  necessary  equipment,  it 
is  proving  difficult,  and  at  times  impossible  to  comply  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health’s  recommendations  for  Controlled  Tipping. 

The  only  equipment  at  my  disposal  at  the  tip  face  is  one 
small  wheelbarrow  in  which  the  tip-head  men  are  expected  to 
transport  sufficient  soil  to  keep  the  tip  covered.  This  is,  of  course, 
impossible,  and  the  time  has  arrived  when  adequate  facilities 
must  be  provided  if  the  work  is  to  be  properly  done. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Angledozer,  which  was  so  suc- 
cessfully demonstrated  at  both  The  Haven  and  Stanpit  Marsh, 
and  which  is  the  ideal  type  of  machine  for  this  class  of  work,  was 
not  purchased  by  the  Council. 

I urge  the  appropriate  Committee  of  the  Council  to  give  this 
matter  early  consideration  if  the  work  of  the  department  is  not 
to  be  made  unduly  difficult  and  at  times  nigh  impossible. 

12.  SALVAGE:— 

Salvage  has  continued  to  be  an  important  factor  in  the  econ- 
omic position  of  the  country,  and  very  large  quantities  of  this 
material  have  been  collected  during  the  year. 

The  collection  of  salvage  is  undertaken  at  the  same  time  as 
that  of  refuse,  and  trailers  are  drawn  by  the  lorries  in  order  to 
keep  it  separate  from  household  refuse. 

Very  large  quantities  of  this  material,  particularly  paper, 
have  been  made  available  to  the  Council.  The  great  increase  in 
paper  is  partly  attributable  to  the  fact  that  Salvage  Drives  were 
held  during  the  year.  In  these  Drives,  schoolchildren  were  asked 
to  assist,  and  in  return  for  lOlbs.  of  paper,  each  child  was  given 
a ticket  entitling  him  to  attend  a special  show  at  the  Regent 
Cinema.  Every  school  in  the  Borough  took  part  in  the  scheme, 
and  thanks  are  due  to  the  Masters  and  Mistresses  who  gave  the 
scheme  their  whole-hearted  support. 
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Table  9 shows  in  detail  the  transactions  for  the  financial  year 
1948-49,  and  the  sum  of  <£2,011  : 3:  5 realised  is  an  all  time  record 
for  this  town. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  though  there  is  leason  to  doubt,  that  the 
ruling  prices  will  continue  and  the  material  be  made  available 
in  even  larger  quantities. 

13.  KITCHEN  WASTE 

It  has  from  time  to  time  been  suggested  that  the  collection  of 
this  material  should  be  discontinued  as  the  quantities  made 
available  are  not  sufficient  to  make  the  scheme  self-supporting. 
Under  existing  conditions,  the  Council  is  left  with  no  choice,  and 
must  continue  to  collect  until  such  time  as  the  Direction  is  re- 
moved. 

A separate  collection  has  been  maintained  throughout  the 
year,  the  material  being  collected  from  the  communal  bins  pro- 
vided for  the  purpose,  and  from  several  factory  canteens. 

There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  quantity  collected  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  Altogether,  approximately  220 
tons  of  waste  and  concentrate  have  been  dealt  with,  the  value 
being  in  the  region  of  £750. 

Fortunately,  the  Ministry  has  continued  to  pay  a bonus. 
Otherwise,  the  scheme  would  have  resulted  in  a loss.  As  it  is, 
there  is  a balance  credit  of  just  over  £6. 

Tables  12,  13  and  14  set  out  in  detail  the  transactions  for  the 
financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1949 

14.  RODENT  CONTROL:— 

As  revealed  by  a study  of  Table  15,  each  year  sees  a decrease 
in  the  number  of  rats  destroyed  by  your  Rodent  Officer.  This  is 
all  to  the  good,  and  is  an  indication  of  the  heavy  toll  which  has 
been  taken  of  the  rat  population  in  the  area.  All  that  is  now 
necessary  is  that  steps  be  taken  to  prevent  this  vermin  breeding 
on  the  scale  it  did  prior  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Smith,  your 
Rodent  Officer,  to  whose  efforts  the  present  satisfactory  position 
is  entirely  due. 

No  heavy  infestations  have  been  found  during  the  year,  not 
even  on  the  refuse  tip  which  is  now  almost  clear  of  rats. 

A nominal  charge  of  2/6  in  respect  of  private  premises  and 
10/6  for  business  premises,  continues  to  be  made.  To  offset  the 
cost  of  this  service,  the  Ministry  of  Food  agreed  to  meet  60%  if 
the  Council  were  prepared  to  bear  the  remaining  40%.  The 
Council  agreed  to  accept  this  offer,  and  the  necessary  claims  are 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  by  the  Borough  Treasui  er 

15.  DISINFECTING  STATION:— 

Only  little  use  has  been  made  of  the  disinfecting  apparatus 
during  the  year.  1,197  articles,  consisting  principally  of  mattres- 
ses, blankets  and  pillows,  were  passed  through  the  disinfector 
during  the  year. 
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Following  on  the  suggestion  made  in  hist  year’s  report,  tho 
bedding  used  in  the  Council’s  beach  huts  is  now  periodically 
treated. 

The  bedding  and  clothing  of  persons  suffering  from  infectious 
diseases  has  been  dealt  with  in  the  homes  of  the  persons  affected. 
This  procedure  has  had  to  be  adopted  due  to  the  lack  of  suitable 
transport  in  which  to  convey  these  articles  to  the  disinfecting 
station. 


16.  COMPLAINTS:— 

572  complaints  were  lodged  and  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Table  5 shows  the  nature  of  these  complaints. 

17.  CONTROL  OF  CIVIL  BUILDING:— 

The  Control  of  Civil  Building  Regulations  have  remained  in 
force  throughout  the  year.  Under  these  regulations  it  was  illegal 
to  expend  more  than  £10  on  the  maintenance  of  property  without 
obtaining  a licence  from  the  local  authority. 

All  applications  had  to  be  checked  to  ensure  that  essential 
repairs  only  were  included  in  the  schedule  of  proposed  works. 

The  comparatively  low  limit  of  £10  imposed  a heavy  burden 
on  the  department,  hundreds  of  applications  having  to  be  dealt 
with.  It  was  therefore  a relief  to  the  department  when  the  limit 
was  raised  to  £100.  This  new  limit  reduced  the  number  of  ap- 
plications to  be  dealt  with  from  the  comparatively  high  numbers 
in  the  first  six  months  of  the  year,  to  the  very  low  number  in  the 
succeeding  six  months  as  shown  in  the  following  statement. 


Sinn 

Month.  Number  of  Licences.  Involved. 


Applied  for. 

Granted. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

January 

58 

58 

2,675 

0 

0 

February  ...  

95 

95 

3,268 

0 

0 

March 

82 

80 

3,083 

0 

0 

April  

84 

80 

3,201 

0 

0 

May  

84 

82 

3,221 

0 

0 

June  

93 

91 

3,619 

0 

0 

July-December  .. 

10 

10 

1,867 

0 

0 

TOTALS  

..  ..  506 

496  ... 

£20,934 

0 

0 

18.  ICE  CREAM:— 

The  sale  of  this  commodity  has  increased  by  leaps  and  bounds, 
and  whereas  48  persons  were  registered  for  the  manufacture  or 
sale  of  this  article  in  1947,  the  number  has  now  risen  to  70,  an 
indication  of  the  public  demand  for  an  article  which  has  ceased 
to  be  a luxury  and  is  now  looked  upon  as  an  essential  part  of  the 
diet. 
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Only  one  person  now  manufactures  ice  cream  in  your  Borough, 
and  a special  building  has  been  erected  for  the  purpose,  in  which 
modern  equipment,  conforming  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ice 
Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947,  has  been 
installed. 

All  other  ice  cream  sold  in  the  area  is  manufactured  in  prem- 
ises outside  the  Borough  boundaries,  the  main  sources  of  supply 
being  the  Bournemouth  Ice  Cream  Co.;  Walls;  Lyons;  Hunts; 
Penguin  and  Deli  Cream. 

72  samples  were  procured  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
I aboratory  at  Poole,  for  examination.  The  samples  were  sub- 
jected to  the  prescribed  Methylene  Blue  Test,  and  of  the  72 
tested  : — 

14  or  19.4%  were  placed  in  Grade  1. 

21  or  29.2%  were  placed  in  Grade  2. 

23  or  32.0%  were  placed  in  Grade  3. 

14  or  19.4%  were  placed  in  Grade  4. 

These  results,  though  an  improvement  on  last  year’s,  are 
still  not  entirely  satisfactory,  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  falling  in 
Grades  3 or  4.  The  fact  that  433  visits  have  been  made  to  ice 
cream  premises,  is  an  indication  of  the  importance  which  the 
department  attaches  to  this  particular  type  of  trade.  It  is  one< 
which  has  to  be  watched  constantly,  for  we  are  dealing  with  a 

substance  which  presents  an  ideal  media  for  the  growth  of  bac- 

teria, and  there  is  no  point  in  the  manufacturer  satisfying  himself 
that  his  product  is  good  and  wholesome  if  the  retailer’s  methods 
are  not  such  as  to  ensure  that  the  product  is  safeguarded  from 
contamination. 

Infection  may  result  from  dirty  hands  which  in  turn  lead  to 
dirty  servers.  The  water  in  which  the  servers  are  kept  will,  if 
not  constantly  renewed,  become  heavily  infected.  This  infection 
is  transferred  to  the  ice  cream  each  time  the  servers  are  dipped 
into  the  container.  Particular  attention  is  paid  to  this  point  by 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  staff. 

My  colleagues  and  I are  at  a loss  to  understand  why  itinerant 
vendors  should  not  have  to  be  registered  in  the  same  way  as  the 
occupiers  of  fixed  premises.  Such  vendors  pop  in  and  out  of  a 
district  at  irregular  intervals,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  a 
tag  on  their  movements. 

More  often  than  not,  the  vehicles  used  by  this  type  of  person 
leave  much  to  be  desired;  no  facilities  for  the  washing  of  hands 
and  cleansing  of  servers  being  provided.  When  one  considers 
that  some  of  these  vendors  are  on  the  road  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  day,  it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  the  condition  of  the 
material  if  it  is  not  prepacked. 
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I see  no  reason  why  legislation  requiring  the  registration  of 
such  persons  could  not  be  introduced,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  will  be  done  in  the  near  future.  Then,  and  then  only,  will 
complete  control  over  the  distribution  of  this  material  be  possible. 


There  appears  to  be  an  almost  total  absence  of  bug  and  flea 
infestation  in  the  Borough,  only  5 complaints  having  been  lodged 
during  the  year.  In  only  one  case — a caravan  on  one  of  the 
camping  sites — were  bugs  found  to  be  present.  The  other  com- 
plaints referred  to  fleas,  and  in  two  of  these  cases  no  trace  of  this 
vermin  could  be  found.  The  affected  premises  were  treated  with 
D.D.T.,  and  subsequent  visits  proved  the  premises  to  be  clear. 

The  practice  of  spraying  all  new  Council  houses  with  D.D.T. 
prior  to  occupation  has  been  continued. 


20.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  COSTS:— 

Tables  10  and  11  show  in  detail  the  cost  of  collection  and  dis- 


posal of  refuse  and  lorry  operating  costs. 

There  has  again  been  a small  increase  in  costs,  the  excess 
over  1947  being  £427  : 8 : 5.  This  is  due  almost  entirely  to  the 
introduction  of  the  44  hour  week  and  an  accompanying  rise  in 
wages. 

21.  CONCLUSION:— 

I wish  to  tender  my  thanks  to  His  Worship  The  Mayor 
(Alderman  E.  J.  Slinn) ; the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee (Councillor  S.  Kermocle),  and  to  Dr.  D.  J.  N.  McNab, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  their  support  during  the  year. 

I also  wish  to  express  thanks  to  the  Town  Clerk  (Mr.  W.  D. 
Platt)  and  to  the  staff  of  my  department,  both  indoor  and  out- 
door, for  their  loyal  co-operation. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Town  Hall, 
Christchurch. 
September,  1949. 


FRANCIS  LE  V.  FRIEND. 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 


Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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TABLE  I. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Control  of  Civil  Building  Visits  52] 

Revisits  203 

Housing  Visits  290 

Re-inspections  287 

Housing — Allocation 329 

Housing — Overcrowding 2262 

Drainage  Visits 502 

Re-inspections  350 

Nuisances  323 

Re-inspections  2037 

Unsound  Food  266 

Revisits  43 

Food  Premises 767 

Revisits  244 

Ice  Cream  433 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 176 

Revisits  23 

Infectious  Disease  41 

Revisits  55 

Verminous  Premises 26 

Factories 256 

Revisits  83 

Outworkers 6 

Factory  and  School  Canteens  87 

Public  Conveniences  121 

Vans,  Tents,  etc 93 

Revisits  74 

Camping  Sites  US 

Shops  (Shops  Act)  221 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  868 

Salvage  ...  540 

Rodent  Control  917 

Revisits  1488 

Closet  Accommodation 46 

Water  Supply  33 

Offices 33 

Miscellaneous  82 


11,764 
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TABLE  2. 


ARTICLES  OF  EOOI)  CONDEMNED  Dl  KING 


Pork  Sausages  (Decomposed) 

Bacon  (Decomposed) 

Meat  Beef  Loaf  (Blown,  leaking  & decomposed)  ... 

Pork  Brawn  (Blown,  leaking  & decomposed)  

Peas  (Blown)  

Grapes  (Blown  & leaking) 

Carrots  (Blown)  

Marmalade  (Blown  & ieaking) 

Milk  (Blown  & leaking)  

Grape  Fruit  (Blown) 

Meat  Lunch  (Blown  & decomposed)  

Pate  de  foit  (Blown  & decomposed) 

Apricots  (Blown)  

Beans  (Blown)  

Plaice  (Decomposed)  

Steak  (Decomposed) 

Salmon  (Blown) 

Tomatoes  (Blown) 

Damsons  in  Syrup  (Blown  & leaking)  

Plums  (Blown  & leaking)  

Beetroot  (Blown  & leaking)  

Spaghetti  (Blown  & leaking)  

Bacon  (Blown)  

Blackcurrant  Jam  (Contaminated  with  glass)  ... 

Piccalilli  (Contaminated  with  glass)  

Apples  (Blown) 

Dried  Green  Peas  (Decomposed)  

Scotch  Rolled  Oats  (Tainted)  

Cod  Roe  (Blown)  

Pears,  (Blown  & damaged)  

Spinach  (Blown  & damaged) 

Jellied  Veal  (Decomposed)  

Peaches  (Blown  & decomposed)  

Kippers  (Decomposed) 

Soles  (Decomposed) 

Herrings  (Decomposed)  

Hake  (Decomposed) 

Butter  (Rancid) 

Cheeses  (Decomposed) 

Veal  Loaf  (Blown  & mouldy)  

Mandarin  Oranges  (Blown) 

Crab  Paste  (Decomposed) 

Damsons  (Damaged  container)  

Haddock  (Decomposed)  


THE  YEAR. 

10  lbs. 
128^  lbs. 
2 tins. 
5 tins. 
46  tins. 
5 tins. 
34  tins. 
17  tins. 
140  tins. 
32  tins. 
7 tins. 
5 tins. 

2 tins. 
32  tins. 
5 stone. 

1 tin. 
27  tins. 
11  tins. 
1 tin. 

4 tins. 

5 tins. 
1 tin. 

20  tins. 
1 jar. 
1 iar. 
1 tin. 
1 tin. 
77  lbs. 

3 tins. 

2 tins. 

3 tins. 
1 tin. 

17  tins. 
14  stone. 
10i  stone. 
5 stone. 
8 stone. 

2 ozs. 
40  boxes. 

1 tin. 
1 tin. 

3 tins. 
1 tin. 

lOi  stone. 
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TABLE  2 (Continued). 

Skinned  Dogfish  (Decomposed) 6 stone. 

Soup  (Blown) 14  tins. 

Cod  (Decomposed) 4 stone. 

Cod  & Bream  Fillet  (Decomposed)  5 stone. 

Meat  Paste  (Blown) 1 jar. 

Apricot  Jam  (Blown)  2 tins. 

Sausage  Casings  runners  (Decomposed)  2 bundles. 

Koo  Jam  (Blown)  3 tins. 

Sardines  (Blown) 1 tin. 

Canned  Potatoes  (Blown)  1 tin. 

Dates  in  boxes  (Fermenting) 6 doz. 

Prunes  (Mouldy)  30  lbs. 

Swedes  (Decomposing)  75  cwts. 

Sausages  (Leaking  & decomposed)  1 tin. 

Egg  substitute  (Contaminated  with  Paint) 56  lbs. 

Milk  substitute  (Contaminated  with  Paint) 56  lbs. 

Lambs’  livers  (Decomposing)  20  lbs. 

Mixed  Pickles  (Decomposing)  79  jars. 

Pickled  onions  (Decomposing) 7 jars. 

Sweetbreads  (Decomposing)  24?  lbs. 

Beef  (Decomposing)  1068i  lbs. 

Corned  Beef  (Blown  & Decomposed) 91  tins. 

Corned  Mutton  (Blown  & decomposed)  43  tins. 

Oxhead,  Tongue  and  Kidney  (Decomposing)  32  lbs. 

TABLE  3. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

The  following  is  a Summary  of  the  particulars  as  recorded 
in  the  Registers  at  the  31st  December,  1948. 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  Cowkeepers 11 

No.  of  premises  registered  as  Cowsheds 11 

No.  of  cowkeepers  who  are  also  retailers  of  Milk  3 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  dairymen  17 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  retail  purveyors  of  Milk  ...  19 

No.  of  persons  resident  outside  the  district  retailing  Milk 

in  the  area  6 

TABLE  4. 

RECORD  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  WORK  DONE. 

The  following  statement  shows  in  -detail  work  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Department : — 

(a)  DRAINAGE: 

No.  of  houses  or  premises  drained  or  re-drained  20 

Repairs  or  amendments  to  existing  drains  27 

Drains  or  gullies  unstopped  and  cleansed 81 

Length  in  yards  of  stoneware  drains  laid 1156 

Manholes  provided 83 
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TABLE  4 (Continued). 

New  Manhole  Covers 87 

Intercepting  Traps  fixed  20 

New  gully  traps  fixed  72 

Fresh  air  inlet  to  drain  fixed  41 

Soil  Pipes  or  Vent  Shafts  fixed 29 

Soil  Pipes  or  Vent  Shafts  repaired  6 

Water  tests  applied 97 

Smoke  tests  applied  33 

Colour  tests  applied  ...  .. 7 

(b)  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  AND  FITTINGS: 

New  W.C.  Accommodation  provided  36 

New  W.C.  Apartments  provided  36 

New  W.C.  Pedestals  provided  66 

W.C’s  cleansed  and  repaired  20 

New  flushing  cisterns  provided  42 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  26 

Baths  provided  15 

Sinks  provided  19 

Lavatory  Basins  provided  24 

Cesspits  abolished  13 

Existing  Waste  Pipes  trapped  7 

Pail  Closets  and/or  Middens  abolished  5 

New  Waste  Pipes  Trapped 52 

(c)  MISCELLANEOUS: 

Houses  provided  with  through  ventilation  — 

New  roofs  provided  — ■ 

Roofs  repaired  58 

Eaves  gutters  renewed  or  repaired 11 

Stack  pipes  provided — 

Stack  pipes  disconnected  or  repaired  2 

Damp  walls  remedied  44 

Ventilation  under  floors  provided — 

Yards  paved 

Yards  repaired  3 

Floors  of  rooms  relaid 6 

Floors  of  rooms  repaired  20 

New  windows  provided 11 

Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated  165 

Windows  repaired  and/or  made  to  open 38 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 15 

Ventilated  food  stores  provided  1 

Staircases  provided  or  repaired 2 

Dustbins  provided 182 

Nuisances — Overcrowding,  abated  — 

,,  Smoke 1 

,,  Animals 10 
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TABLE  I (Continued) 


Nuisances — Accumulation  of  Manure 18 

,,  Accumulation  of  refuse  5 

Workrooms  cleansed  and  repaired  21 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  cleansed 20 

Grates,  Ranges,  Coppers,  renewed  or  repaired  16 

Rooms  disinfected  34 

Rooms  disinfested  17 

Insufficient  water  supply  2 

Bakehouses  cleansed 5 

Fish  Fryer’s  premises  cleansed 5 

TABLE  5. 

COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED. 

Duiing  the  year  5/2  Complaints  were  received  as  detailed 
below  : — 

Nature  of  Complaint.  No.  Received. 

Choked  drains 35 

Defective  roofs  18 

Dilapidations  28 

Defective  Water  Supply  4 

Dampness 26 

Overflowing  Cesspits  2 

Absence  of  Water  Closets  — 

Defective  Water  Closets  18 

Absence  of  Dustbins  141 

Animals  3 

Smells  20 

Non-removal  of  refuse  20 

Defective  sinks 7 

Accumulation  of  refuse  5 

Dirty  Conditions 8 

Verminous  Premises 5 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  17 

Overcrowding  6 

Defective  flues  9 

General  Living  Conditions  7 

Food 86 

Rats 52 

Non-collection  of  Salvage  3 

Defective  Fireplaces 11 

Miscellaneous 41 

572 
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NUMBER  OP  NOTICES  SERVED. 


Ta'ble  6 shows  the  action  taken  to  secure  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  and  the  removal  of  conditions  prejudicial  to  health. 

TABLE  6. 

Number  of  Notices  Served. 


[ 

1 

Notices 

Out- 

standing 

31/12/47 

Number 

served 

C’ plied 
with 

Work  done| 
by  L.A.  in] 
default 

Out- 

standing 

31/12/48 

Informal 

24 

265 

227 

1 

62 

Statutory 

4 

46 

36 

1 

1 

14 

Total 

28 

311 

263 

1 

1 

76 

Summary  of  Statutory  Notices  Served: 


Section  75,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  15 

Section  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  31 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

TABLE  7. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936,— OVERCROWDING. 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  570 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  581 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 1,647 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  275 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 247 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  726 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  local 


authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding  

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ... 
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TABLE  8 


RECORD  OF  PETROL  AND  OIL  CONSUMED 
BY  REFUSE  LORRIES 
DURING  THE  PERIODS  1947/48  AND  1948/49. 


PETROL. 

(Gallons). 

Monthly 

Totals. 

OIL. 

(Pints). 

Monthly 

Totals. 

Lorry. 

Lorry. 

1947/48. 

| 

1 

1 

i 

| 

1 

Month. 

1 

1 2 

I 3 

1 4 

1 

2 

1 3 

4 

April  

— 

1 90 

169 

76 

335 

— 

2 

2 

10 

14 

May  

37 

54 

148 

54 

293 

10 

12 

2 

8 

32 

June  

64 

33 

158 

51 

306 

— 

9 

28 

9 

46 

July  

88 

81 

160 

— 

329 

4 



4 

8 

August  

74 

85 

163 

— 

322 

2 

2 

4 

8 

September 

67 

87 

118 

23 

295 

2 

4 

4 

4 

14 

October 

65 1 

73 

15T 

25 

317 

21 

12 

8 

19 

November  ... 

82 

84 

1 155 

— 

321 

2 

4 

December  ... 

69 

86 

187 

6 

348 

4 

6 

6 

16 

January  

97 

61 

165 

56 

379 

2 



4 

4 

10 

February  ... 

85 

74 

147 

34 

340 

2 

2 

28 

2 

34 

March  

120 

63 

193 

21 

397 

4 

2 

6 

12 

Total  

848 

871 

1917 

346 

39S2 

34 

41 

100 

37. 

212 

1948/49. 

April 

94 

83 

193 

37 

407 

2 

2 

6 

2 

12 

May  

91 

62 

129 

36 

318 

2 

2 

6 

10 

June 

98 

64 

158 

19 

339 

4 



26 

2 

32 

July  

107 

78 

137 

11 

333 

2 

2 

6 

10 

August  

100 

76 

133 

6 

315 

10 

14 

6 

30 

September  ...] 

99 

82 

150 

15 

346 



4 

26 

2 

32 

October  . . . | 

ll(f 

71 

155 

23 

359  1 

4 

4 

4 

12 

November  ... 

103 

85 

162 

22 

372* 

2 

9 

s' 

19 

December  ... 

118 

71 

180 

19 

388 

2 

6 

6 



14 

January 

117 

67 

82 

73 

339 

2 

7j 

22 1 

5 1 

36 

February  ... 

112  j 

69 

176 

38 

395 

— 

8| 

6| 

— 1 

14 

March 

1 26 1 

71 

1 28 1 

57  | 

382 

2 

4| 

4| 

2 1 

12 

Total  

1 275 1 

8791 

1 783 1 

356  | 4293 

32 

62 

126 1 

13  | 

233 
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RECORD  OE  SALVAGE  TRANSACTIONS  DURING  THE  PERIOD 
1st  APRIL,  1948,  TO  31st  MARCH,  1949. 
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Bonus  from  Board  of  Trade  vide  Circulars  127  & 138.. 


TABLE  10. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 
DETAILS  OF  INCOME  AND  EXPENDITURE, 
YEAR  ENDING  31st  MARCH,  1949. 


No. 

item. 

£ s.  d. 

k s.  d. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  : 

Wages  of  Foreman  

Wages  of  Drivers  

Wages  of  Loaders  

Transport  Charges  

I 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL: 

Wages  

Tools  & Implements,  etc 

1 

1 

229  4 6 

764  12  9 

2,201  9 6 

1,578  8 3 

4,773  15  0 

640  5 8 

553  12  6 

86  13  2 

1 

Gross  Expenditure — Collection 

& Disposal... 

5,414  0 8 

Less  Gross  Income— Collection 

& Disposal... 

311  7 1 

Net  Expenditure — Collection  & Disposal ! 

! 1 

£5,102  13  7 

COL LECTION. 


Estimated  Population  (June,  1948) — 19,190. 
Number  of  Houses  & Shop  Premises — 5,854. 
Net  cost  per  1,000  Premises — £871:13:4. 
Net  cost  per  1,000  Population — £265:  18:4. 

DISPOSAL. 

Net  cost  per  1,000  Premises — £109  : 7 : 6. 
Net  cost  per  1,000  Population — £33:6:  8. 
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SUMMARY  OF  OPERATING  COSTS  OF  CORPORATION’S 
REFUSE  & SALVAGE  LORRIES 
1st  APRIL,  1918,  TO  31st  MARCH.  1949. 
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TABLE  12 


RECORD  OF  KITCHEN  WASTE  COLLECTIONS  AND  SALES 
(luring  the  period  1st  April,  19-18,  to  31st  March,  1949. 


Month. 

1 

T.  C.  Q.  Lbs.  j 

Value. 

£ s.  d. 

April  

11  13  1 0 

18  8 10 

May 

12  3 1 0 

19  4 6 

June  ...  

10  15  2 0 

17  0 9 

July 

8 7 10 

13  4 10 

August  

11  5 0 0 

17  15  8 

September ... 

13  3 3 0 

20  16  11 

October  

12  11  1 14 

19  17  3 

November  

10  17  3 0 

17  4 4 

December  

10  3 1 0 

16  1 6 

January  

11  2 0 0 

17  11  0 

February  

9 12  1 0 

15  4 2 

March  

10  6 0 0 

16  5 10 

Totals  1 

132  0 2 14 

£208  15  7 

TABLE  13. 

RECORD  OF  “CONCENTRATE”  SOLD  TO  FIG  AND 
POULTRY  KEEPERS. 


"1 

Month. 

T. 

c. 

Q- 

Lbs. 

Value 
£ s. 

d 

April  

7 

18 

0 

0 

37 

18 

3 

May  

8 

6 

0 

0 

39 

17 

3 

June 

7 

11 

0 

0 

36 

2 

0 

July  

5 

5 

0 

0 

25 

5 

6 

August  

8 

6 

0 

0 

39 

12 

0 

September  

7 

17 

0 

0 

37 

8 

9 

October  

8 

4 

0 

0 . 

39 

3 

6 

November  

8 

12 

0 

0 

41 

8 

0 

December  

6 

4 

0 

0 

29 

18 

6 

January 

7 

15 

0 

0 

37 

7 

6 

February  

6 

9 

0 

0 

31 

0 

3 

March  

6 

6 

0 

0 

30 

7 

9 

Totals  

88 

13 

0 

0 

£425 

9 

3 
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TABLE  14. 


KITCHEN  WASTE  AND  CONCENTRATE 
COLLECTION  AND  DELIVERY  COSTS, 


Period  1st  April,  1048,  to  31st  March,  1949. 


No. 

Item. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

Gross  Income: 

Collection  and  Disposal  

634  4 10 

Claims  on  Ministry  

115  3 6 

749  8 4 

Gross  Income — Collection  and 

Disposal  

749  8 4 

Less  Gross  Expenditure; 

1. 

Payments  lor  Swill  

42  0 0 

2. 

Payment  for  Concentrate 

331  2 7 

3. 

Transport  (including  Driver) 

265  2 9 

4. 

Wages  (Additional  Labour)  

89  12  7 

5. 

36  Kitchen  Waste  Containers  ... 

14  17  0 

742  14  11 

Net  Income— Collection  and 

Disposal  

£6  13  5 

TABLE  15. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 


DETAILS  OF  EXPENDITURE,  Year  ending  31st  March,  1949. 


too. 

Item. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  ci. 

1. 

Bait 

2 19  5 

2. 

Poison  

1 2 1 

3. 

Stationery,  etc 

3 3 7 

4. 

Bicycle  Repairs 

0 17  6 

5. 

Salary  of  Assistant  Rodent 

Officer 

323  15  8 

331  18  3 

Gross  Expenditure — Destruction  of  Rats 

331  18  3 

Gross  Income — Destruction  of  Rats  

168  1 6 

Net  Expenditure— Destruction  of 

Rats  

£163  16  9 

? 

41 


«© 

—H 

w 

— 

a 

H 


P 

O 

pq 

H 

£i 

O 


H 

W 

« 

a 

pq 


pq 

-si 

Pi 

a 

H 

C5 

l-H 

a 

a 

a 

H 

a 

o 

a 

a 

Hr 

a 

a 

pq 


a 

o 


a 

a 


a 


s 

a 

CO 


■lira  moJL 

pa^uxi^sg 


ffloioan^hHtA^oo 

>OfQ^CO^COiOMCOCOCO^ 


■pa.iaAooajj 
seipog 


•^req^soj 


•uosiog 


HlOOOl'-iaiS^fflOOffllfllO 

Ol  <—1 i i— 1 1 >— l I— I 1— < r— I lOCNi— I 


Ol 


05 


J> 

d< 

IQ 


co  o i- 

CO  r-H  CO 


ireqajj 


C2S^’~iaic0®5'',(MOOCD 

OCOdicqcONiOMNOffln 


’^req^soj 


•uosiog 


ireqQjj 


CO  N CO  M N CO  N 

H to  IO  05  CO  Sif  05 

Ol  *“H  r-H  iH  r-H  — H 


O N in  lO  CD 

O GO  CD  C5  05 

r-H  i— I r-H  (M 


OCOMCOOJO^OOOOOh 
HlI)00)CO(DiD{MHQOTf^ 
05  *— < CM  ' — IF — - CM  ’ — I— i ©5t—« 


T'J“ 


0 

01 
lO 


wdO^fflinooMcowcoo) 
Nioiow^ntowcoNffin 


•p9^09dsuj 

sssriug.ig 

J°  '°M 


cl 

o 


O5COOCDO5t},(MC'10O5O5Q 

CO(MCO(M(M(MCOh(M(^^h 


CMi^(Ma5--Hioaicoair-HT-H|> 

0S1h(Mi-h(MhhO1h(M(Mh 


tj  3 c: 

3 S P 

3 -C  2 

a)  ^ a 


TO  u_j  i i _j 


3 

.Q  , 

a s 

a>  -Q 
-£  O 

a -« 

(U  o 

co  O 


£ Q 


to 

3 

H 

O 

Eh 


42 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  & 1948. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1948  FOR  THE  BOROUGH 
OF  CHRISTCHURCH  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises. 


No.  on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions. 

\\  ritten 

notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

45 

59 

3 

107 

196 

3 

— 

_ 

_ 



1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are  .to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 

(1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’  prem- 
ises)   


Total 


152 


255 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND: 


No.  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found. 


Particulars. 


73 

a 

d 

o 

fa 


73 

73 

V 

a 

a> 

fa 


Referred 


Sh 
O 

-M 
CJ 

a; 
o a 
H « 


Efl 


o 

+3 

o 

. <D 

>>  Q. 

fa  57 
d 


.3  i 

® 1 
xn 

c3  P-< 

■8  * 
o o 

6 'r£ 
& £ 


a> 

fa 

<D  • 

! 

o.l2 

-O 

3 d 
o .B 


Want  of  cleanliness  fS.l)  

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  ...  

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork)  ... 


Total 


14 

2 

1 


3 

3f 


21 

1 

1 


8 

10 


45 


OUTWORKER  SECTION— NIL. 

43 


Sidney  J.  Mate  Ltd.,  73,  Seomoor  Road,  Bournemouth  W. 
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